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In Chinese Cinderella, Adeline Yen Mah, the writer of this modern classic, retells the many extraordinary stories in her childhood, which, I am sure, is unlike yours or mine. But if you think that the story is just another miraculous fairytale about a poor girl getting help from a fairy and living happily thereafter with a Prince Charming, then you are wrong. Why? Read along and you will know!
When Adeline was two weeks old, her mother died of high fever, leaving three sons and two daughters behind with their father. Her family therefore takes Adeline as bad luck. Her father is married again and her stepmother, Niang, treats her five stepchildren poorly while her own are brought up with privileges. “Survival” was never easy for Adeline, and one single mistake is enough to get her into big trouble – she is punished by being sent away to a boarding school just for inviting her classmates to her house. It is exactly during the most hopeless and helpless moment in life when hope comes in. With Mother Louisa’s encouragement, Adeline enters an international writing competition. She writes about her beloved Ye Ye (grandfather) and has become the first Chinese student ever to win such an honor of championship. She has also won the chance to study in London, and with her father’s approval to let her study abroad, her life is never the same again.
Adeline’s story reminds me of myself in a lot of ways. I am Pakistani. Just like Adeline, I come from a country in which parents mostly favor boys. Being a boy almost guarantees you of the privileges that a lot of girls cannot dream of. In this way, Pakistani culture resembles traditional Chinese thinking a lot. Unlike boys, we girls must try very hard and pay extra effort if we are to achieve our goals and fulfill our dreams. That is why when reading Adeline’s story, I seem to understand a lot what she is going through – why at times she considers herself worthless, why she lacks confidence and even hates herself, and why she is so fond of her school where there are dear friends and teachers to give her peace, respect, but nothing to worry about. I understand her because sometimes I feel the same too. I think Adeline is a very brave girl, and she is certainly a more hardworking student than me. It is definitely something I have to learn from her!
My favourite character in the story is Aunt Baba. She is the one who cares the most about Adeline and is always proud of her accomplishments. For example, whenever Adeline gets good results at school, Aunt Baba would keep the honor medal with her jewelry as if it is something extremely valuable. Life influences Life. Aunt Baba has definitely influenced Adeline with her kindness and generosity. Meanwhile, Ye Ye reminds me of my late grandfather, who had always encouraged me and was always full of hope in me. Adeline tells her Ye Ye that if she ever succeeded one day, it would be all because of him. I wish I could become successful one day and make my grandfather proud of me, too.

Although Aunt Baba and Ye Ye love Adeline a lot, sadly it doesn’t last long as they don’t have much time together, and so Adeline passes her childhood mostly unloved and neglected. Love is very important to a child’s growth and development. Imagine a child without love, how would she feel? While feeling sorry for Adeline, I cannot help but feel so lucky and blessed to have such a loving family who cares about me and has given me a wonderful childhood. Above all, it reminds me to be grateful and not to take things for granted, because not everyone is as fortunate as I do. 

Education has changed Adeline’s Life. If she hadn’t seized the chance of learning, she would not have had the confidence on writing, not to mention winning and being prized for her achievement. Unlike fairytales, things don’t work on magical powers in real life. And unlike Cinderella, the Chinese Cinderella doesn’t have a fairy to depend on. All she can depend on is her diligence, her efforts, and the support from her loved ones. 
Education is very important. It enlightens our mind and helps us find our ways, and most importantly, the meanings in life. After years of hard work, Adeline is now a physician and an acclaimed writer, while her sister has quit school and is arranged to marry to a man who is fourteen years older than her. How has education made a difference in the sisters’ lives! I am confident that with determination, education will make a difference in mine too.
The most important message I get from the story is: NEVER GIVE UP. It is true that we have no choice on who we are born to be, but I believe that our fate is, after all, in our own hands, as long as we try our best in everything and grasp every chance that comes to us. It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor, a girl or a boy, privileged or underprivileged. I highly recommend Chinese Cinderella to everyone of you, especially those who sometimes lose hope in life. Perhaps this book would inspire you the way it has inspired me. 
Everyone can shine, regardless of who you are. Look, Adeline has lived a real example for all of us, hasn’t she?
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